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A Look Back at ASNT Annual Conference 2018
A record-breaking 2438 nondestructive
testing (NDT) professionals from around
the world came together at ASNT’s Annual
Conference, held 28–31 October in
Houston, Texas—300+ more attendees
than last year’s record-breaking conference
in Nashville, Tennessee. A diverse group of
researchers, technicians, and students
representing almost every NDT technique
took part in the annual event, which was
housed in the state-of-the-art Marriott
Marquis Houston and George R. Brown
Convention Center. At the conference and
exhibition, attendees had the opportunity
to learn about new products and developments, take part in Society meetings and

activities, network, and help grow the NDT
industry.
Offerings from this year’s professional
program included four short courses and
125 scheduled presentations in 29 tracks.
With topics that covered over a dozen NDT
methods and applications, these informative sessions explored a wide range of
industries and applications.
In addition to participating in
committee meetings, information sessions,
and valuable networking activities, conference attendees enjoyed the opportunity to
learn more about a myriad of NDT products
and services displayed by 221 companies
in the exhibit hall.

Outgoing Chairperson of the Board David R. Bajula did the honors at the ribbon-cutting
ceremony that officially opened the Exhibit Hall Sunday evening. From left: Vice President
David Savoy, Executive Director Dr. Arny Bereson, Incoming Chairperson of the Board David A.
Mandina, Bajula, President Scott Cargill, and Secretary/Treasurer Michael V. McGloin.
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Annual Business Meeting
The ASNT Annual Business Meeting was
held on Sunday. With 91 voting members
representing 24 sections in attendance,
quorum requirements were easily met. The
2018 election results were ratified, and
minutes from the 2017 Annual Business
Meeting were approved. Executive
Committee members for 2018–2019 were
announced: Chairperson of the Board David
A. Mandina, President Scott P. Cargill, Vice
President David Savoy, newly elected
Secretary/Treasurer Michael V. McGloin, and
Executive Director Dr. Arny Bereson.
Outgoing Secretary/Treasurer Savoy’s
report for fiscal year 2017–2018 showed
that the financial health of ASNT remains
strong. For the 2018 fiscal year, which
ended 30 June 2018, the Society had total
assets of $29.6 million exceeding liabilities of $4.3 million, providing reserves of
$25.3 million. Revenues from operation
were $8.2 million, which was $24 900
higher than 2017. Revenue from book
sales and certification was up over last
year, while revenue from membership
dues, conferences, and advertising was
down. Favorable market conditions
contributed $1.9 million to the Society’s
investment portfolio. Overall, ASNT’s net
assets increased by $1 million in fiscal
year 2018.
Outgoing Chairperson of the Board
David R. Bajula presented the annual State
of the Society address, emphasizing the
strength and position of ASNT to remain
the premier professional society for NDT.
He highlighted some Society accomplishments of this year: the debut of seven new
publications; renewed collaboration with
industry through ASNT’s Oil & Gas Industry

Sector Qualification program, ACCP
program, and employer-based certification
program; the success of ASNT conferences
and topicals; the upcoming 2025 Asia
Pacific Conference in Hawaii, which ASNT
was selected to host; a grant from the
National Science Foundation; and ASNT’s
continued student outreach efforts through
the biannual Day of STEM events held in
conjunction with Annual Conference and
Research Symposium.
Bajula also thanked the members who
participated in the annual member-getmember drive, “Dig Deep, Fly High,” which
resulted in over 700 new members and
had a three-year record high of participating member recruiters. He also took the
opportunity to recognize outgoing ASNT
directors Mohammed A. Abufour, B. Boro
Djordjevic, McGloin, and Kevin D. Smith.
Bajula also acknowledged the sponsors of
the Annual Conference: Labino, Circle
Systems Inc., Met-L-Check, AINDT, Acuren,
Olympus, QSA Global, Teledyne ICM, and
North Star Imaging.
The Town Hall Meeting, an openforum discussion, followed the Business
Meeting and included a presentation by
ASNT International Service Center (ISC)
staff James Bennett and Heather Cowles
on the grant that ASNT (in partnership
with Weld-Ed, American Welding Society,
Lorain County Community College, and

Students from community colleges with NDT programs served as session monitors,
registration assistants, and app ambassadors for the Annual Conference, including these
Southeast Community College students.

Chattanooga State Community College)
has been awarded from the National
Science Foundation. The nearly $600 000
in funding will be used to expand educational opportunities for NDT technicians.

Student Member Activities
Events for student members began on
Saturday with a short training session to
prepare them to serve as session monitors,
registration assistants, and app ambassadors. Then, on Sunday it was off to a career
workshop to learn about résumé preparation, networking, and interviewing from a
panel of NDT experts. NDT company representatives conducted interviews with the
student members on Monday and Tuesday.
Throughout the week, student ambassadors could be spotted around the

Local high school students, including these representatives from the
US Army Junior ROTC program, enjoyed the opportunity to tour the
exhibit hall as part of ASNT’s A Day of STEM.

Marriott and convention center helping to
run the conference. ASNT staff thanks the
students from Central Piedmont
Community College, Ridgewater College,
Salt Lake Community College, San Jacinto
College, and Southeast College for their
attendance and help.

A Day of STEM
On Monday, students and educators from
Carl Wunsche Sr. High School (Spring,
Texas) and Wheatley High School
(Houston, Texas) attended ASNT’s Day of
STEM. This activity-packed workshop
provided an introduction to NDT, an
overview of its impact and applications,
and a demonstration of its relationship
to science, technology, engineering,
and math (STEM) curricula. After an

Students from local Texas high schools viewed demonstration of NDT
methods as part of ASNT’s A Day of STEM educational outreach
program.
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hunt, where they could collect badges
through the official conference app for the
chance to win prizes. Zak Milligan of ATI
was the winner of a Sonos Bluetooth
speaker.

International Representation

These representatives from Ridgewater Community College were happy to help kick off
ASNT’s new member-get-member campaign, “All Aboard the MemberSHIP!”

introduction that included a video and
brief presentations, the students were
divided into small groups and visited
different demonstration stations, each
showcasing an NDT technique or application. The station setup provided a handson experience and offered the students a
chance to learn about different NDT career
options. They ended the day with a trip to
the exhibit hall, where several exhibitors
graciously hosted them at their booths.
ASNT would like to thank sponsors
Hellier, Olympus, and QSA Global, and
dedicated ASNT member volunteers, for
their assistance in making this day a
success.

Exhibit Hall
The ribbon-cutting ceremony that officially
opened the exhibit hall was held Sunday
evening. Attendees enjoyed hors d’oeuvres
and beverages while mingling with representatives of 221 exhibiting companies
and learning about their latest products
and services.
This year, 12 companies participated
in the Exhibitors Innovation Forum. These
were short 20-minute vendor informational
sessions where members could examine
new products, find out about the latest
developments, and ask questions without
the distractions of a crowded exhibit
booth. For the second year, conference
attendees competed in a virtual scavenger

More than 220 exhibiting companies were on hand to demonstrate
the latest products and equipment for nondestructive testing.
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More than 560 individuals traveled to
Houston from locations outside of the
United States to participate in the Annual
Conference, representing 23% of total
attendance. The International Reception,
held Sunday evening, brought together
international guests, representatives of
sister societies, and ASNT officers and
members for a welcoming reception.
Representatives from 16 international
societies were in attendance at the Annual
Conference, and 14 of ASNT’s international
sections were represented.

Lecture Series
Monday’s activities were brought to an
energizing start with the inspiring personal
story of Olympic luger Ruben Gonzalez,
who gave the keynote address on Monday.
Gonzalez did not consider himself a
naturally gifted athlete, yet he had a dream
of going to the Olympics and decided to
take up competitive luge at age 21.
Against all odds, he found himself
competing in the Winter Olympics four

Visitors to the busy exhibit hall enjoyed three consecutive days of
learning, browsing, and networking opportunities.

Four-time luge Olympian Ruben Gonzalez
kept a packed room engaged by sharing
his inspirational story of achieving his
Olympic dream.

The Annual Conference offered a myriad of networking opportunities to catch up with old
friends and colleagues as well as meet fellow members.

Short Courses and Educational
Sessions

years later, and then continued to compete
until age 47. Like many in the NDT
industry, Gonzalez recognized the importance of mentorship. “Find a coach, find a
mentor … find someone who has already
done what you want to do,” he told the
audience. “A coach allows you to take your
eyes off the fear and back on the dream.”
Glenn M. Light presented the
Lester/Mehl Honor Award Lecture on
Tuesday. Light, who served as the director
of NDE research at Southwest Research
Institute for more than 20 years, gave a
presentation titled “Where Would Research
and Development in NDE Be Without a
Little Risk?” During the presentation, he
shared many examples of past research
efforts, not all of which were successful for

Plenary Lecture presenter Ripi Singh
examined the impacts of the fourth
industrial revolution, also known as
Industry 4.0, on the NDT industry.

Glenn M. Light presented the 2018
Lester/Mehl lecture, titled “Where Would
Research and Development In NDE Be
Without a Little Risk?”

various reasons, but all of which
contributed to the body of knowledge.
Light emphasized the importance of
research sponsorship in advancing the
industry.
Ripi Singh rounded out lecture series
on Wednesday with the Plenary Lecture.
This year’s topic focused on Industry 4.0
and the role of NDE in the fourth industrial
revolution. Industry 4.0 is here now, with
the advent of artificial intelligence,
automation/robotics, virtual reality,
Internet of Things, and additive manufacturing (3D printing). Singh explored how
these trends may impact NDE in the next
five to ten years and challenged his
colleagues to think about “NDE 4.0” as we
enter the newest revolution.

Four short courses were presented on
Sunday through Wednesday. Anmol
Birring, Birring NDE Center, presented the
first course on Sunday morning titled
“Time of Flight Diffraction for Weld
Inspections.” On Monday, Robert Conklin
of the ASNT Center for Excellence
presented “Technical Writing for NDT.” Don
Locke and Don Norton of Hellier NDT
presented “Leadership and Ethics in NDT”
on Tuesday, and Joseph Mackin of the
International Pipe Inspectors Association
presented “Magnetic Particle Inspection:
Beyond the Basics” on Wednesday. These
short courses enable NDT technicians,
managers, and trainees to get the
education and credits they need to stay
current in the rapidly evolving NDT
industry.
Educational sessions held throughout
the week provided 125 opportunities for
30-minute research presentations on a
wide range of NDT topics in 29 tracks.
Some covered specific methods and
technologies, while others looked at
general industries or the future of NDT.
Session chairs and presenters often
made themselves available for questions
and further discussions after their
presentations. (Readers interested in
making a presentation at the 2019
Annual Conference in Las Vegas, Nevada
are encouraged to contact the ASNT ISC.)

DECEMBER 2018 • MATERIALS EVALUATION

1585

wrap-up

The following ASNT sections were recognized with the Gold level of the President’s Award at the Annual Banquet: Chicago, Greater Houston,
Greater Los Angeles, Miami Valley, Old Dominion, Pacific Northwest, San Diego, and Saudi Arabian.

Awards Banquet

Marvin Trimm (right) was presented with the Philip D. Johnson Honorary Member Recognition,
the highest award bestowed by the Society, by ASNT Incoming Chairperson of the Board
David A. Mandina.

The 78th president of ASNT, Scott Cargill, and wife Victoria, attended the dessert reception
after the sold-out Annual Banquet.
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At the sold-out Awards Banquet on
Tuesday evening, ASNT recognized volunteers for their service to the industry and
as well as to the Society.
The Society’s highest honor, the Philip
D. Johnson Honorary Member Recognition,
was presented to Marvin Trimm. John
Kinsey was recognized with the George C.
Wheeler Excellence in Personnel
Certification Recognition. Marwan Basrawi
was recognized with the Charles N.
Sherlock Meritorious Service Recognition.
The George L. Pherigo Tutorial Citation
Recognition went to Robert Smilie. Glenn
Light was recognized for the Mehl/Lester
Honor Lecture. The Robert C. McMaster
Gold Medal was awarded to John Newman.
The 2017 Class of Fellows included Trey
Gordon and James Knowles. Joseph Bush,
Ed Edgerton, Leonard Garcia, Jr., Herbert
Kaplan, and Jack Spanner, Sr. (posthumous) were all recognized as 50-Year
Members. The Chicago, Greater Houston,
Greater Los Angeles, Miami Valley, Old
Dominion, Pacific Northwest, San Diego,
and Saudi Arabian sections were all
presented with the gold level President’s
Award for their activities in program year
2017–2018.
Recognizing NDT education and
mentoring is always an important part of
the awards ceremony. The Recognition for
the Advancement of Women in NDT was
presented to Kathy Ferguson, and the
Recognition for the Advancement of Active

Military and Veterans in NDT was
presented to Jeffrey Wagner. Hossein
Taheri was recognized with the Young NDT
Professional Recognition. Students
Melanie Schneider, of University of New
Mexico; Sarah Sandler, of Clemson
University; and David Zabel, of North
Carolina State University, were recognized
with the Engineering Undergraduate
Scholarship. Mohammed Abufour, Jennifer
Anaya, Anish Poudel, Timothy Roach, and
Marvin Trimm were honored with the
Mentoring Award. Faculty Grants were
presented to Alexander Vakanski and Lee
Ostrom of University of Idaho and David
Eisenmann of Iowa State University for
beginning or enhancing NDT education.
ASNT Fellowship Awards were received by
students and teachers at University of
Texas at Austin, Portland State University,

Drexel University, Georgia Institute of
Technology, and Iowa State University.
Outstanding Paper Awards were presented
to Stefano Mariani, Thompson Nguyen,
and Francesco Lanza di Scalea, for
Materials Evaluation, and to Jongbeom
Kim, Dong-Gi Song, and Kyung-Young
Jhang, for Research in Nondestructive
Evaluation.
Past President Robert Feole served as
the evening’s master of ceremonies. The
incoming Board of Directors was recognized, including new directors Sebastian
Z. Fernandes, John Kinsey, and David H.
Mitchell, Sr.
In keeping with ASNT tradition,
outgoing President Mandina passed the
presidential collar to the 78th ASNT
president, Scott P. Cargill. In his inaugural
address, President Cargill echoed the

theme of mentoring that ran throughout
the Annual Conference. “What single word
encompasses ASNT’s mission? I believe it
is mentoring, and through mentoring we
make the world a safer place,” he told the
audience of 355 gathered.

Save the Date
The 2019 ASNT Annual Conference will be
held 18–21 November 2019 at the
Westgate Resort & Casino in Las Vegas,
Nevada. If the last two record-breaking
years are any indication, it’s sure to be an
event that those the NDT industry won’t
want to miss. w
x
Digital Extras To view more photos from the
2018 Annual Conference in Houston, log on
to the digital M.E.
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